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ARE WINGED PROPHETS

“Thinge Which May Be Learned From the
Flight of Birds.

A Distinction Between Superstition

and Observation — Some Birds

W hich Winter in the North.

From the New York Everlng Pust,

Birds have been favurite subjects for the
amateur weather prophet, since prehistoric
t!mes., but some of the predictlons based
apon them are as foulish as were the
oracles derived from the entratis or fecding
of the sacred chickens In the Roman College
of Augurs., For example, It was held that
the whiteness of a goose's breastbone tndi-
eated the amount snow to be expected;
that If &« goose walked east but Hew west,
or stoad on obe leg, cold Weather would
follow,; or -ha' partridges did not drum in
the fall preceding a bad winter. In the
south old farmers used to have a saylng
that when the lvory-billed woodpecker, be-
ginning at the base of a tree and working
gradually to the top, removed all the bark,
une must be prepared
with deep snow. T
never, to my knowl e, been explained,
and 1 fear i1 never will be, for the splendld
Ivory-bill Is now almo st extinet

We can wall affurd to smlle at these
quaintl conceits, bul toere are sayings pop-
ular among spartsmen and farmers, which
are baselupan more ohiserva-
tlon of the migratory habits of birds. They
will teil you that when the waterfuwl ar-
rive from the north s! an unusually carly
date and with a rush, and when the wild
Beese and other noticehble migranis pass
us, southward bou In high straight
flight, as if eager tu get on, cold weather
may be expected to follow, and probably
the winter will be exceptionally “hard.”
This Idea Is buased upon the theory that
they have been forced by unusually early
and severe weather to leave thelr summer
home in the far north ahead of the proper
time, and migrate in haste; and, as it is
known that our winters proceed from the
north, the deduction iz fair that by and by
we shall get our full share of the excessive
rigor.

It was a message of this nature that led
me to think last winter was to be more
than usually snowy, for 1 learned, as early
as the middle of November, 1808, that snow-
buntings (well named snowflakes In com-
mon speech) and Lapiand long-spurs had
been observed on the south shore of Long
Island and elsewhere near New York, where
several winters may pass in succession
without their being seen at all. This meant,
to my mind, that aithough up to that time
We ware having one of the most beautiful
of autumns, the arctic regions were already
In the grasp of extraordinary cold, and the
great plains about Hudsen bay and In the
northweatern interior of British America
were deeply burled In carly snows. It was
especially Interesting. therefore, to hear,
8oon afterward, that the bad season on the
Yukon had begun surprisingly early.

The affact of this condition of things me-
teoroiogical In the north would naturally
be to hasten the departure of the migratory
birds who resort In summer tn those distant
ovasts to breed, and in addition to this it
would foree farther south than usual those
other birds which do not seem to fear cold
Ereatly. but are obliged to retreat south of
the area of deep snow In order to find food.
Certain hardy land birds are able to main-
tain themselves all winter in an arctie cli-
mate. One such is the crow, which (al-
though by no means confined to that In-
oclement region), != to be found in winter
In most of the northerly parts of the con-
tinent. where it haunts the coast to secure
anything that mav be cast up by tha sea,
and lingers about the settlements of the
Eskimos and the posts of the fur traders to
felze upon garbage and scraps that may be
thrown out, or searches with keen sagaclty
for the hunters’ traps In arder to steal the
bait or rob tham of their apoil. It accom-
panles with gruesome zeal the wandering
banids of musk oxen and carthou, eager tn
selze upon the we: s that fall and
freeze. or becomes camp follower of
wolves, martens ap her flerce bandits of
the dark and sno

e lugic of this has

Y w . hoping fm-
partially efther to share in heir bloody
Quarry. or to plck the bones of any ally
that dies of hunger or arreling,

T may
ed in some fatal
upon b r. Such carrion,
i with spruce buds, birch and wil-
£=. berries, ¢ Dives the craw a
lous hold on » until spring releases
e ample la His sable form and
shadow are as ominous to the half-starving
exiles of that 4 region as is the val-
ture to the nom of the desert

The crow doos furn white in winter
even on the shore of the Arctic sea, as do
othar birds that rem there or near there,
anid there s no reasan why he should,
since, 30 long as he is in health, he is In no
danger from any other foe nor in need of
any disgulse to enable him to steal upon
his prey.

The great snowy owl, on the contrary.
which also is an arctic winterer, profits by
belng white, since he is not o SCavenger,
but must subsist for the most part on what
he can capture Among creatures always on
the lookout for him. When famine and
cold have sent in'o their hibernacula all
the small mamma's he would dare to at-
tack, when fishes are =ealed from his graap
by lce, and most of the birds have gune
south. he is compelled in high latitudes to
depend almost wholly upon the arctic
BDOW Srouse or plarmigans, which they
hunt in the willow glades that border the
Wiler courses or seck along the edges of
the spruce woods 'tarmigans, too, are
sow white In winter, except that the
short lail Is black and bétrays them to the

be shot for its p
charge

adf

owl, whose deadly nce, by day as well
as by night, Is often avolded nly by the
grouss diving into the snow and serambling
away beneath It. This manenver fre-
quen folls the ow!, but |s a0 ef-
foc against foxes -

who will «

low * fugritive or,
the bird will burst «
es from t}

& one of this small
it

has

Like the longsprus, which are thelr Code
ins, but less white, they wander in flocks

over the tundras :

4 shore plains, always
preferring the coast to the interfor. From
such places the lce, frightful winds and
deepening snows of November graduaily
drive them away, hu* they go no farther
than they are compelled 1o go, and same-
times are uncommon in midwinter, even
at Lake Superior. while it is anly at rare
intervals that they appear In any consid-
erable numbers In the central I'nited States,
This may mean, to be surs, that the crop
of seeds in the north is small: but all kinds
of reeds are not apt 1o fall the same year.
S0 that the better explanation is that at
such times an extraordinary spowfall has
buried their larders along the Saskatehe-
wan, in Keewavdin ar Lasbrador, and forced
them (o flee beyond the storm’s limit.
Knowing these facts, it is a falr predle-
tlon when we see northern birds thronging
far beyond their ondinary southern range,
and at a surprisingly early date. that the
United States will feel ths chill influence
from beyond Its borders. and that we shall
have a snowy and probably cold winter
e

COMTESSE DE CASTIGLIONE.

Death of a Famous Parislan Henuty
of the Second Empire.
From the London News
Mme. Lebreton-Bourbaki's Jdeath has
haen iImmediately followed by that of the

Counteas Castiglione. Our Paris corre-
spondent telegraphs: The two ladies repre-
sented two opposite poles of the emplre

—the one fldelty to the empress, the other
unllmited power over the amperor. As de-
ceased was a patriotic Italtan, she axar-
cised that power exclusively for Italian
aims and objects. She was the daughter of
an itallan displomatist, married a Pled-
montess nobleman, an aid-de-camp of Vie-
tor Emmanuel, and, It was sald, was sent
to Puris by Cavour on a misston.

. I think
er SAaW 4 WOman =9 *Irikingly and un-
onably beautiful and fine looking.

her In the salons where she ap-
pe . 1 used 1t think of Helen. She was
2o tnfinltely above xome of the handsom-
est women of her time that from this su-
periority she scemed a salitary  being,
though with a court arcund her. Hear
rivals, save one, forgot to be Jenzlous, gna
stood In dumfounded admiration as she
passed nlong. She had an alr of the high-
breeding. of the best blood, and fnest
One might, with no great streteh nf
n. have sean In her the fncarca- |
Hzed aid up to date, of all the |
= deas of antlautty and of lialy in the
enth century. W
was the imp -=sio
“neas, though not «

-
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fur a hard winter | 2
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% Opedd Evening Till Cheistins. ’

Samuel Friedland
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‘Open Evening Till Christmas. ‘

Samuel Friedlander & Co.

‘ . vg Till sts. l |

Samuel Friedlander & Co.
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HILDREN'S SHOES.
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Shoes, patent leather tips—all ]“::nalnn Ig:)]l:}gl' s :“tg:lﬁ:? m,tgﬁnﬂ:ﬁ,:' Sn;lﬂ“:jl} good wearing: Siokd and every rurpzm The usual Tde. qua t:;:lﬂl-" o glre %‘me 51 ﬂln for ok tan A suble wolon: soven slyies tos
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fur FL50, ' ] 69
‘ : C. 98c. 1.97.
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Be Summarily Closed Out Regardless
of Loss or Cost!

In ten days’ time we take an inventory of our stock. Ordinarily, we'd make strenuous eftorts t
as busy as our unprecedented values make us—we decided to abandon all profits to malfe_the first
FRIDAY and HOLIDAY BUSINESS Even though prices may be halved, your privilege of hav
vou deem fit, your savings will be immense.

Christmas in our new

A Magnificent Dﬁspﬂfaiy of Holiday and Winter Goods to

L
o lessen it to the lowest minimum. Right now, in the heart of the season and the fierce rush of holiday business,
store the season of stupenduous bargain giving—an amalgamation of our regular BARGAIN
ing the goods charged and cpening an account with us holds good. Don't stint yourself—buy as liberally as
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v Z0c. I s s

&1 Faney Suspende
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% Gift Hints
For the Men.
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prior to Inventory, which commences January 1.

Reducin g the Stock of Ladies’
Ready-to-wear Garments.

Every garment muat be ruthlessly sacrifiesd,

a8 we want all ghelves and counters to be cleared
You bave an opportunity of securlng bargalus

Giftsfortheladies.

A few'tips what to buy and give.
Ladies’ Fancy Hose,
12¥4e¢., 25¢c., S0c.; 75¢C.
i

Perfumes, all odors, 49¢. bot.

Clearing Out [len’s and
Buys’ Clothing.

Qift Hints
Jewelry Dept

QSC for Hanteoms
"Wl Gola

Heart. Warth §1.80,
1 for Prett
Zsc' Hrerl -

T g T+ e
corner of the Place Vendome. There sh
m‘»;_lu good-bye to sunshine, and clofed,

orations, etched glass, ete,

We have them large, smal! and medium size, fancy colors, rich dec-

Tool Chests,

Ours is free and liberal CREDIT.
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\ 11-sitk Cmbrella. | for less ehan half of their origioal value. The time fs short fo be prepared for the hollduys. Tomorrow will be a brisk selling day in this department. We're = 2
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& Worth $2.25. 7 E“:l “,‘“S'"l:; $4.08 E S Men's Suits and Overcoats, $7.50. | $2 Boys" Suits, S1. - ¥ 4
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adies’ Plush Capes, $4.50. , ~ Eo AGe, & One of the best values of the year. Ther're t5 Sults left; ages 7 to 14 years; In _ for Bemutitnl &
:' 57 @8 for your . P, $45 Man-tailored Skirts of Navy and Black Broad- I“.me I"al']S. 25¢., 44¢., 59¢., all wool. Sults are made of Scotch goods, Cas- | dark brown mixtures. A good Sult for wesr. 0 Hiecling ®li- &
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> |-1«-fu1'l‘*l;‘;‘"; b Cluth tuncy mercerized satine: worth §T, for $4.50. b aiirt f,f value, for $4.98, F Coll h b light shades. The Overcoats sre a beamtiful Chﬂdr g
B i T : T - g ‘ancy Collars, with bows Tan sbade aud also Herringbone stripes, Half ildren's Vestie Suits 69c, 107 Rue- L
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never to reopen them, the Venetlan shut-
:'Tr‘;ﬂr her wst-rndow;i. She only went out at
night, and was accompanied by a dog and
an old servant. She became a magnificent
old lady. A former aciualntance saw her
about two yearas ago on the boulevards.
When one of} those electric light advertise-
menta flashed on her face. anything more
touchingly and imposingly stately he could
not, he tells me, have dreamed of than the
Countesa de Castiglione, with a crown of
gray halir. She looked her age, but ralsed
to a higher plane, and was supremely Inter-
esting. He stood chapeau bas untll she
passed. She evidently did not recognlze
him, but smiled with soverelgn grace In
recognition of his attention.

Even at the present day Paris has not
forgutten her costume, or rather absence
of costume, a3 Salammbe, In which charac-
ter she figured at a certaln memocrable ball
at the Tutleries, wearing her ha‘lr. her
jewala and very little else The Empress
Eugenle, when she was presented to her
thus lightly arrayved, declared that she
must be cold., and insisted upon her there
and then donning a mantle. Mme. de Cas-
tiglione was never agaln Invited to an en-
tertainment over which the Empress Eu-
genie presided.

@
Thinking and Seeing.
Jolin Burrvughs in the Century.

If we think birds we shall see birds
wherever we go; if we think arrow heads,
as Thoreau did, we shall pick up arrow
keads in every fleld. Bome pecple have an
eye for four-leaved clovers; they see thex
as they walk hastlly over the turf, for they
a'ready have them In thelr eyes. 1 once
touk & walk wilth the late Prof. Eaton of
Yale. He was just then speeially inter-
wted in the mosses, and he found them, all
'km‘r, everywhere. 1 can see him yet,
every few minutes upon his knees, adjust-
ing his eyeglnsses before some rare specl-
men. The beauty he found in them, and
pointed out to me, kindled my enthusiasm
viso. 1 once spent a summer day at the
mountain home of a well-known literary
woman and editor. She lamented the ab-
sence of birds about her house. 1 named
a half dozen or more 1 had heard or seen
fn her trees within an hour—the Indigo bird,
the purple finch, the yellow bird, the veery
thrush, the red-eyad vireo, the song spar-
mw, &tc.

“Do you mean to say you have seem or
heard all these birds while sitiing here on
my porch?” she inquired.

“l really have,” I said.

“l1 do not see them or hear them,” she

1;-;!!911, “urd yet I want to very much.*

Always to cook—especially now t
a good size room—our $2.75 Radi
ply comfort in larger rooms. See o

The Beacon style, complete,
cluding New Royal Copper Figur
ing and shades, $1.50, $1.75,

C. A. Muddi

616 12th.

0fl Stoves. Banquet

Prices 43¢, 75¢, goc., $1.23, etc,, etc.

Welsbach Lights.

The regular way, 7oc. We place them on any gas fixture. The
Reading style, $1.00. Specially adapted for portables.

Gas Stoves.

Drop Lights.

'Phone 140.
Open Evenings,

0 hcqt—our $1.25 stove will warm
ator is the required article to sup-
ur $1.09 and $1.20 Gas Heaters.

74¢., 84c, g4c.
es, etc,, all complete with best tub-
$1.94, $1.98, $2.20," 8350, etc.

man & Co.,

Lampa.

“No,” sald I, ‘“‘you only wanti to want
to see and hear them."”

You must have the bird in your heart be-
fore you can find it in the bush.

I was siiting in front of a farm house
one day In company with the local nim-
rod. In a maple tree in front of us I saw
the great-crested flycatcher, I ecalled the
hunter's attention to it, and asked him if
he had ever seen that bird before. No, he
had not; it was & new bird to him. But
he had probably seen it scores of times—
seen It without regarding It. It was rot
the game ha was in quest of, and his eye
heeded it not.

Human and artificial sounds and objects
thrust themselves upon us; they are within

our sphere, s0 to speak, but the life of
natore we must

withdrawn and
neutral background.

it Is an order the secrets of which are well
guarded.

The Austrian post office
gram card,” on which a person writes a
message, and posts in the usual wav, but
the post. office telegraphs the contents,
which are delivered to the a
postman. The

tween post and telegraph.

alke,
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